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Chemical Compliance in Europe:
Key REACH and POPs Updates 2025

As the EU intensifies its efforts to eliminate hazardous substances from products, 2025
marks a pivotal year for regulatory change under the REACH and POPs frameworks.
Companies manufacturing or supplying goods into the EU must now adapt quickly to
new restrictions, deadlines, and disclosure duties that will redefine chemical-compli-

ance strategies across industries.

Overview

In 2025, several amendments to the EU’s
REACH and POPs Regulations significantly
affect substances, mixtures and articles
placed on the EU/EEA market.

Manufacturers and importers must act now
to maintain market access and manage
risks.

Changes and deadlines

Several major regulatory updates introduce
new substance bans, tighter limits, and ex-
panded compliance obligations across
multiple sectors.

o UV-328 added to the POPs Regula-
tion, with phased thresholds start-
ing 2025 and limited exemptions
until 2043.

e PFOS limits tightened under the
POPs Regulation, effective Decem-
ber 2025, removing several exemp-
tions.

e Dechlorane Plus fully banned from
October 2025, with trace-limit
thresholds and spare-part exemp-
tions.

e PFAS: restrictions in firefighting
foams under REACH apply from
October 2030, while the proposal
for a broad restriction proposed
(Aug 2025) signals future cross-
sector bans.

e Microplastics restriction started to
apply regarding labelling obliga-
tions.

Sector impacts

PFAS and PFOS limits will affect coatings
and treatments in textiles and leather. In
electronics, UV-328 in plastics and coat-
ings will require substitution planning. The
automotive sector faces UV-328 exemp-
tions only until 2030, while PFAS may im-
pact wiring and seals. Food-contact mate-
rials and cosmetics must ensure transpar-
ency and compliance with new limits.

Readiness in 2025 and Beyond

Effective compliance will depend on clear
visibility and early preparation. This in-
cludes auditing materials, working closely
with suppliers, and tracking deadlines and
exemptions.

Strong documentation, along with substitu-
tion planning, will support both compliance
and ESG goals.

Upcoming public consultations present an
opportunity for businesses to help shape
future rules, while country-specific
measures may further tighten require-
ments.

Next Step: Get in touch

Contact our legal team for tailored guid-
ance and to stay ahead of chemical com-
pliance changes.
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