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PFAS restriction under EU-REACH:  

Leveraging the Consultation Phase 
The EU-wide restriction of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) under the EU-

REACH Regulation has reached a decisive stage. The risk assessment has been com-

pleted, while opportunities to influence the outcome remain within the socio-economic 

evaluation.

Background 

In the REACH restriction process, the as-

sessment is carried out by two committees 

with distinct roles. 

The Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC) 

evaluates whether there is a risk to human 

health and the environment that is not ade-

quately controlled and whether the pro-

posed measure is appropriate to address it. 

The RAC has already completed its assess-

ment. 

By contrast, the Committee for Socio-Eco-

nomic Analysis (SEAC) examines whether 

the restriction is proportionate, considering 

economic, technical, and societal impacts. 

Its preliminary assessment (“Draft Opin-

ion”) is expected to be published shortly. 

Consultation 

The consultation on the SEAC Draft Opin-

ion represents the final formal opportunity 

for companies to submit new information 

into the process. It is conducted via a struc-

tured online format and requires robust 

and, where possible, quantitative data on 

economic impacts and alternatives. 

The focus is on the costs and feasibility of 

substitution, the availability and perfor-

mance of alternatives, impacts on supply 

chains and competitiveness, as well as the 

need for transition periods or exemptions. 

Once the consultation period has ended, 

additional information will generally no 

longer be considered, and the SEAC as-

sessment will then be final. 

Sources of information 

Relevant information on the procedure is 

provided centrally by ECHA on its website, 

including a “Guidance for Respondents” for 

the consultation. In addition, industry asso-

ciations and national institutions offer prac-

tical support and guidance. 

Preparation and participation 

Companies should promptly consolidate 

their data. This includes information on 

PFAS uses, their technical function, and 

potential alternatives. Robust data on costs, 

transition timelines, and economic impacts 

are also essential to effectively support ar-

guments in the consultation process. 

Companies that provide well-substantiated 

data on alternatives and economic impacts 

at this stage can still significantly influence 

the design of transition periods and exemp-

tions. 

 

Next Step: Get in touch 

We provide support in the structured 

preparation of your data, the development 

of robust arguments on alternatives and 

economic impacts, and your effective par-

ticipation in the consultation process. 

T  + 49 30 / 2332 895 0 

E  info@reuschlaw.de 
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